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NEWSCRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Experts disagree on what
contributed to death of eldelry
Clinton Township woman
Daughter accused of murdering her mother
through abuse or neglect

Dr. John Hansaker III, a forensic pathologist at the University of Kentucky, testifies
Friday at the Ann Walsh murder trial in Macomb County Circuit Court in Mount
Clemens. MACOMB DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK
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Two medical examiners agree Barbara Walsh died from complications from
sepsis but disagree on the seriousness of her other health issues and how they
may have contributed to her death.
Macomb County Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Mary Pietrangelo and defense
medical examiner Dr. John Hansaker III testified Friday at the trial of Ann Marie
Walsh, 58, who is accused of murdering her mother, Barabara, 85, by abusing
or neglecting her over a period of time in 2019 in their Clinton Township
apartment.
Pietrangelo testified “sepsis,” which is infection of the blood, “is a lifethreatening emergency.
“It’s throughout the body and can cause organs not to function properly,” she
said, adding that it “predisposes that individual to a whole host of medical
problems.”
Pietrangelo, who labeled the cause of death as homicide in an autopsy report,
noted Walsh had bruises all over her body and other injuries that contributed
causes of her death – blunt force trauma to her head as evidenced by a
fractured nose, a rib fracture and pressure wounds, notably one at her tailbone.
She had a significant abrasion and bruise on her chin.
The nose fracture could be associated with her brain bleeding and her rib
fracture could have contributed to her declining health.
“Rib fractures do cause a lot of pain,” she said. “That prevents people from
taking adequate and deep enough breaths to expand their lung to prevent
them getting collapses and sepsis.”
She said evidence of possible neglect by Ann Walsh was the presence of bed
sores, including an open wound around her tailbone.
“I thought that was significant,” she said.
Walsh called 911 on Aug. 5, 2019, saying her mother had been on a bedroom
floor of her residence near Harper Avenue and Metropolitan Parkway from two
to five days. First-responders took her to McLaren Macomb hospital in Mount
Clemens. She never regained consciousness and died 26 days later.
Clinton Township police investigators found blood spatter at several locations
in Barbara Walsh’s bedroom, where she had been found on the floor, as well
as on furniture, the wall, the ceiling and bed.
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Macomb County Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Mary Pietrangelo testifies Friday
at the Ann Walsh murder trial in circuit court.MACOMB DAILY PHOTO

Dents were found in the wall along her bed that Ann Walsh claimed were due
to thrown coffee cups.
Walsh’s attorney, Michael Steinberg, through cross-examination of both
experts, attempted to undermine the prosecution by blaming the death on
nature, self-neglect and/or accidental falls.
Hansaker labeled the manner of death as split between “indeterminate” and
“natural.”
She said Walsh likely got the sepsis from decaying skin created by her tailbone
bed sore, which can take from hours to days, weeks or months to develop.
He downplayed the seriousness of the additional injuries cited by Pietrangelo
and other medical personnel.
“I don’t believe that the trauma that’s cited clinically and in her autopsy
constitute the factors that contributed to her death,” Hansaker said.
Instead, he said he was surprised by the extent of Walsh’s heart disease,
adding one of Walsh’s arteries were 95% blocked and could have caused a
heart attack at any time, although an echocardiogram showed normal function.
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“I’m surprised she lived as long as she did with that amount of blockage,” he
said.
Hansaker described Walsh as “moribund” or “near death” when emergency
personnel arrived at her home.
“When she was lying on that floor she was biologically scheduled to die,” he
said.
But he agreed with Assistant Macomb Prosecutor Jeffrey Hall’s suggestion that
Walsh “had a better chance to live” if she was hospitalized sooner.

Ann Marie Walsh attends her murder trial Friday in Macomb County Circuit
Court.MACOMB DAILY PHOTO

Still, Hansaker refuted Hall’s assertions Walsh suffered from neglect based on
her being on the floor for multiple days.
“Being on the floor, per se, to me, does not mean that is an example of
neglect,” he said. “It could be depending upon the expressed wish of the
person on the floor and the conditions that have to do with being on the floor;
the same thing would apply if she was in a bed.
“That’s certainly something to consider but it’s not a definitive point whether it’s
neglect.”
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Hansaker suggested Walsh was the victim of her lack of self-care, citing
statistics that 40% to 50% of elder-abuse cases are due to self-neglect.
Hall confronted Hansaker with an article he authored that says self-neglect
occurs when the person lives alone. Hansaker said he would now like to
change that to include people who live with others or even in an institution.
“One can be with a family member in their home and still not do the things” to
take care of themselves, he said.
Steinberg has also asserted that Barbara Walsh was combative with her
daughter when she tried to help her.
Steinberg, who contends Walsh’s bruises and fractures were caused by falls,
noted that in 2017 Walsh was considered by a doctor as a “high risk” for falling
but refused the use of a wheelchair and/or occupational or physical therapy.
She also had not visited a doctor in over a year, and had been bedridden for
six weeks prior to Ann Walsh calling for help.
Hansaker’s employee, the University of Kentucky Forensic Pathology
Department, where he serves as a forensic medicolegal consultant, was paid
$5,000 by the Macomb County Public Defender Office.
The trial is scheduled to resume Tuesday in front of Judge James Biernat Jr.

Jameson Cook | Multimedia
Journalist

and is expected to conclude by Wednesday.
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