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Witness blurts out Clinton
Township woman killed her
mother

She testifies at murder trial she heard beating in
the apartment
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Sandra Wilson testified Thursday at the trial of Ann Walsh, who is accused of
murdering her mother, Barbara, in Macomb County Circuit Court. MACOMB DAILY
PHOTO

By JAMESON COOK | jcook@medianewsgroup.com | Macomb Daily
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A murder-trial witness accused her neighbor of killing her mother during
contentious cross-examination by the woman’s defense attorney at a Macomb
County Circuit Court trial.

Sandra Wilson, who lived across the hall from murder defendant Ann Marie
Walsh in a Clinton Township apartment building, testified that five days before
first responders were called to the Walsh residence, she heard noises from the
Walsh’s home that sounded like Ann was beating her mother, Barbara, who

later died.

Wilson testified that at about 11:30 p.m. July 31, 2019, she was awakened G
from a sleep on her living room couch and exited to the hallway with her

granddaughter to hear the noises better.
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“Miss Barb was yelling, “Stop, Ann,” Wilson testified under questioning by
Assistant Macomb Prosecutor Jeffrey Hall. “And then | heard bumping against
a door, the wall. At this point I'm saying, stop that Ann. You oughta be
ashamed, beating your mother.”

Wilson said she and her granddaughter pounded on the door, and Ann opened
the door and had her mother step up so they could see her. Ann Walsh

“sarcastically” asked her mother if she was beating her, Wilson said.

“I threatened her that | was going to call. That's what | regret, not calling the

police,” Wilson said.

Moments later, under cross examination, Ann Walsh'’s attorney Michael
Steinberg questioned Wilson about her prior courtroom testimony in which she
described the noise as “a bag of potatoes being thrown against a wall.”

Wilson said she wanted to “see my transcript by the attorney,” gesturing toward
Hall.

“Are you saying Mr. Hall is your attorney?” Steinberg asked.
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Attorney Michael Steinberg talks to the jury Wednesday at the start of the trial of
his client, Ann Marie Walsh, in Macomb County Circuit Court MACOMB DAILY

PHOTO 6

That prompted Wilson to retort, “I'm not on trial here, sir, for murdering
anybody. I'm not on trial for murder. She is. Ann Walsh.”
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When Judge James Biernat Jr. intervened, Wilson said, “Your honor, it's been
two years. Some things I’'m not going to really remember, what | might have
said two years ago.”

She turned to Steinberg, “You’re trying to discredit me because she killed her
mother. | know she killed her mother. | know she did it.”

She was halted by Biernat as Steinberg objected. Steinberg called her
comments “ridiculous” and said they taint the trial.

Biernat dismissed the jury and reminded Wilson to refrain from additional
commentary; he called the jury back into the courtroom, where he instructed
jurors to ignore Wilson’s opinion testimony.

Wilson, who is Black, revealed later in testimony that she did not get along with
Ann Walsh, who is white, in recent years because Walsh had badgered her
grandchildren, who lived with her, around the apartment building and used the
n-word for them

“She was also badgering my grandchildren,” she said. “Me and her would have
words.”

Wilson accused Walsh of being an alcoholic and beating her mother when she
was drunk.

She admitted that Barb Walsh never told her that Ann was beating her,
although Barb’s demeanor indicated to her she was afraid of her daughter.

“She had the fear in her,” Wilson said.
She said she told Barb, “Your daughter is the devil.”

Wilson said for most of the several years living across from the Walshes that
Barbara Walsh was able to function, such as driving to the grocery store, up
until early 2021. Wilson said around that time she started hearing pounding
noises from their apartment three to four times a week, she said.

Wilson’s testimony concluded the second day of Walsh’s first-degree murder
trial in which she is accused of either abusing her mother to death or failing to

provide her proper care.

Walsh on Aug. 4, 2019, called 911, indicating her mother had been on the floor
for two days. First-responders found her unconscious and took her to McLaren
Macomb hospital in Mount Clemens, where she died Aug. 31.
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Ann Walsh at her murder trial this week in Macomb County Circuit
Court. MACOMB DAILY PHOTO

Walsh died from sepsis, with blunt-force trauma as a contributory cause.

The trial is scheduled to resume Friday.
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Macomb County Circuit Judge James Biernat Jr. listens to an attorney speak this
week at the Ann Walsh murder trialMACOMB DAILY PHOTO
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Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in
insightful conversations about issues in our community. We reserve
the right at all times to remove any information or materials that are
unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene,
vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent or otherwise objectionable
to us, and to disclose any information necessary to satisfy the law,
regulation, or government request. We might permanently block
any user who abuses these conditions.
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